From James Long, Ph.D., P.E.
Theory

There are three main modes of susceptibility.  

Linear

In this mode, the interference is at the same frequency as a signal inside the equipment.  One example is a video amplifier driving a CRT display.  The ingress signal will produce extra visual features on the display.  Another example is a radio receiver responding to an external signal at the image frequency or the IF frequency.

Nonlinearity in General

All electronic devices have a transfer function that is a power series of the input signal(s).  Vout = Vin x k1 + Vin^2 x k2 = Vin^3 x k3 and on in an infinite series.  The result of this is that there are many extra frequencies produced including the demodulated baseband of the interfering signal.
One notorious example is circuits that depend on feedback to reduce distortion.  At higher frequencies the feedback effect is zero (especially in op amp circuits) and ingress signals at these higher frequencies have a field day.

Mild Nonlinearity

In this situation, the signal level is low enough to produce small amounts of DC and demodulation.  The equipment only produces second and third IMD and harmonic distortion type products.  These produce invalid operation of the equipment, which continues to operate.  This includes pops and clicks in audio and stripes and spots on video displays.
Strong Nonlinearity
In this mode the signal is strong enough or the equipment is nonlinear enough to produce malfunctioning.  
Law

The law is weak on emi susceptibility.  The CE mark requirement is that there is no permanent damage and there is a return to proper functioning after the source quits.  Improper operation is allowable during the interference.
The FCC is even more lax.  Part 15.17 suggests that susceptibility be considered in the design of equipment.  
Part 15.5 (b) Operation of an intentional, unintentional, or incidental radiator is subject to the conditions that no harmful interference is caused and that interference must be accepted that may be caused by the operation of an authorized radio station, by another intentional or unintentional radiator, by industrial, scientific and medical (ISM) equipment, or by an incidental radiator.
In other words, a consumer product can be shoddily designed and if it picks up interference, it is the tough luck of the consumer.
If you look inside even high end consumer entertainment equipment you will find two sided phenolic PC cards with no attempts to have ground shot in-between the traces and long loopy unshielded leads connecting it to the connectors and display on the cabinet.

This is driven by consumers using price as a buying criteria.  I am reminded of the old German folk saying, “Hay is always cheaper after passing through the horse.”

Books

There are some books on the subject.

Don White of emf-emi Control, Inc. publishes a set of books on EMI.  

Another good one is The ARRL RFI Book: Practical Cures for Radio Frequency Interference (Paperback)
